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Yet nothing but life matters to me. To
learn about it, I must seek out the great
interpreters—the poet, the dramatist, and
the novelist. For their senses are keener
than mine. They have strained their vision;
they have laid their ear dose up to the aching heart of Humanity and listened long and
breathlessly. They have seen and heard
things unspeakable. And the gods have
lined their hands with a magic filament, the
result being that everything they touch turns
to beauty, even sordidness and vulgar ugliness. So I go to them to get wisdom and
understanding and beauty. Every time I
am with them my fellowship with Humanity
grows more intimate.
"I enter the sanctuary where they are
found. A spirit of reverence descends
upon me. Here they stand, the Immortals
of the Ages, in a holy silence. They do not
call; they do not even beckon me—they
stand waiting for me to come and get what
they have to give. Had I nought else but
this sanctuary, filled as it is with the fruitage of the human mind, my riches would yet
be inestimable."
THE PARENTAGE OF SOLAR
OFFSPRING
ANEW scientific Book of Genesis,
offering coherent explanation of the
origin and growth of comets, meteorites, satellites, and planetoids and solving
the old problems of the retrograde motion
of the outer satellites, the "creep" of the
axes of planets, and the reason the moon
presents only one face to the earth, is announced by the University of Chicago
Press. Dr. T. C. Chamberlin, eighty-fiveyear-old Professor Emeritus of Geology
and Paleontology, whose death occurred
only a month ago, is the author of this
genealogy, called The Two Solar Families
—The Sun's Children.
Advancing a "chondrulitic" theory of the
origin of the cometary family, Professor
Chamberlin completes the story of the sun's
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offspring. Formation of planets out of
seed-like accretions shot out of the sun
under the attraction of a passing star is the
planetesimal theory, first advanced by
Chamberlin in 1896 and now accepted as
displacing the nebular hypothesis of LaPlace.
The chondrulites which form the comets
and meteors are like the planetesimals in
size and structure save that they are not
given the abnormal motions imparted by a
passing star, but are constantly being erupted by the sun, which has a propulsatory
power almost equal to its power of attraction. The passing star, probably dead, swept
by the sun from the southern heavens in a
hyperbolic curve at tremendous momentum,
within the range now occupied by the outer
planets. It drew four great double shots
from the opposite sides of the sun, the
earth being the twin of Uranus, and threw
them, in a disk, in revolutional motion
about the sun, where they remained in
equilibrium by centrifugal force. It imparted great mass to the spirally whirling
cooling gases, and the fact that the particles
were all moving in the same direction enabled them to grow around solid metallic
cores.
The chondrulites constantly being ejected
from the sun, having dispersive motions,
fall back to the sun unless they are propelled
out far enough to be stopped by the lightpush of neighboring stars. In the latter
event they are then thrown into narrow
elliptical orbits and form into swarms
around their mutual center of gravity and
become the heads of comets. They never
form cores because of their motions and are
never dangerous because of their slight substance. Gathering size in the feeding
grounds billions of miles out, they gain
speed as they approach the sun and are frequently broken up. Meteorites, which fall
to earth about once a day, are accretions of
chondrulites which coalesced near the sun's
heat. About seven billions chondrulites or
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"shooting stars" fall into the earth's atmosphere during a year.
The twenty-six satellites controlled by the
various planets are explained as eruptions
from the sun secondary and reactionary to
the main planet bolts. The moon is the
only one which could have had an independent orbit at any time. The planetoids,
of which there are 1,000, none greater than
500 miles in diameter, are explained by
Professor Chamberlin as having been
drawn by the parent star from nearer the
poles of the sun, the planets being drawn
from the equatorial belt.
As the first consistent explanation of the
fact that the moon faces the earth always
on one side, he believes that the moon, in
growing by accretion, collected more metals
on one side than on the other and is therefore unbalanced. It naturally presents its
heaviest side always to the earth.
Creep of planetary axes is explained by
the fact that the vortically moving planetesimals hit the core at one angle more than
any other and thus shifted the poles slowly.
In the retrograde satellites the planetesimals
hit the planet with such force as to rebound.
The rebounding particles, having concurrent motion, become small satellites moving in a direction opposite to that of the
normal satellites.
"The birth of our little planet was a very
quiet affair," says Professor Chamberlin.
"It is not at all likely that even the star
neighbors felt any thrill by reason of the
event. But it was an aristocratic birth.
The rarity of disputive approaches between
stars (computed to be once in a quadrillion
years under the laws of chance) makes our
future secure. Our race is quite certain to
have an opportunity to work out whatever
good there may be in it.
"The planets became by inheritance an
orderly family of the most declared type,
and became plain, plodding, but fruitful and
secure children. The cometary family fell
heir to too much of the fiery turbulence of
the sun and to too little of the revolutionary
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energies of the starry hosts outside. Taking to notoriously erratic ways, they are
spectacular in the wastage of their energies."
At the time of his death Professor Chamberlin was engaged in a sequel volume to be
called The Growth of the Earth.
THREE DEMANDS ON THE
SCHOOLS
FROM the first report of Dean William F. Russell of Teachers College
comes this significant comment on a
modern problem in education:
One of the most perplexing of these
problems arises from the simultaneous impact upon the school of three popular demands—that pupils be accommodated in
greater numbers, that training of better
quality be offered, and that there be greater economy in all public expenditures.
Quantity
The American people want educational
opportunities to be widely extended. Our
nation was founded upon the assumption
that all men are created free and equal and
we have come to believe that all should have
an equal chance. We desire no leader to be
selected on account of his wealth alone, no
child to be bound by the accidents of birth;
and we hope that the time may soon come
when the race of life will be run from an
even start with a free field. Franklin and
Lincoln are our heroes. "Onward and upward" is a favorite motto. The most gratifying spectacle to most of us is that of the
poor boy rising to the gilded heights. The
humble origins of Smith and Hoover are
political capital. This is the explanation of
the growth of our school system and forms
the underlying cause of the extraordinary
expansion of all its parts. The public school
is dear to the hearts of the American people. Through it they hope to realize their
fondest desires; and they will not rest content until every boy and every girl is given
opportunity commensurate with ability, re-

